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Women's History Month celebrated with many events .
Women students now outnumber
men on many campuses across the country; they represent 58 percent of USF's
student body.
The university's Status of Women
Committee acknowledged the accomplishments of students, as well as faculty and staff, during a celebration of
Women's History Month, "Women at
USF: Networking into the 21stCentury,"
on March 2. This kick-off event took
place at the Phyllis P. Marshall Center
patio and the Martin Luther King Jr.
Plaza areas.
President Betty Castor discussed the
challenges that university women still
face, particularly in promotions and pay
raises. USF hired a consultant to examine salary equity and will hire a liaison
to work with her office and faculty on
salary-equity issues.
"We have to do better," Castor says.
"In a large, decentralized university,
decisions affecting salaries are made at
many levels. We are working hard to
develop new ways to ensure accountability. At the same time, we are struggling to convince the Legislature of the
need for higher salaries for faculty,
graduate assistants and staff."
Many events are scheduled to celebrate Women's History Month on campus, including:
• March 9: Performance: Flutes by
American Women Composers, 8 p.m.,
Samier Auditorium, New College.
• March 10: Lecture: Pamela
Hallock-Muller, "Senior Women in the
Sciences." Muller is a USF Marine Science professor who specializes in the
pollution of coral reefs. 7:30p.m., Grace
Allen Reading Room, fourth floor,
Tampa campus Library.
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• March 11: Two-part series:
"Women and Investing" and "Self-commitment: Steps 't o Personal Happiness
and Fulfillment." 6:30 - 7:45p.m., 15961
N . Florida Ave., Tampa. For more information, call (813) 908-2701.
March 15: Performance: "Flutes by
American Composers." 8 p .m., Fine Arts
building, room 101. General admission
is $3; and $2 for students and seniors.
• March 17: Panel Discussion:
"Asian Women." Noon, Phyllis P.
Marshall Center, room 269.
Also, a two-part series for USF faculty

and staff only: "Women and Divorce."
Noon, Student Services building, room
2126. Also takes place March 23; for more
information, call ext. 4-5469.
• March 18: Lecture: Carolyn
Eichner, "Women and Work in the Paris
Commune." Eichner, a USF Women's
Studies professor, will discuss a significant aspect of women's labor history.
Noon, Faculty Office building, room 196.
Also, "Piano Music by Women" will
be played at noon in the Fine Arts building, room 101.
Also, the documentary "Maria's

Story" is shown at 2 p.m. in Cooper
Hall, room 478.
• March 22: Workshop: "Assertiveness and Effective Communication."
Noon, Student Services building, room
2126. For more information, call ext. 45469.
•March 23: Workshop: Sex Fair
Education: A Plus (A+) for Everyone."
This workshop, led by Education
Assistant Dean Hilda Roselli, will inform participants about the status of
gender equity and assists educators in
assessing equity issues in their own
schools. 5:30 to 8 p.m., TECO Conference Room, College of Education.
At the St. Petersburg campus, events
include:
• March 16: Presentation: "AfricanAmerican Women Poets." Phyllis
McEwen, poet and performance artist,
discusses the lives and works of noted
black women poets, including
Gwendolyn Brooks, Maya Angelou,
Audre Lorde and Rita Dove. 7:30p.m. in
Davis Hall, room 130.
• March 24: Lecture: "The Psychological and Spiritual Aspects of 'Beloved.'" Kim Vaz, professor of Women's
Studies, will discuss themes in Toni
Morrison's novel"Beloved," including
grief because of separation or death of a
loved one and the search for a divine
being. 6 p.m. in the Campus Activities
Center.
• March26-28: Women'sFilmFestival; 7 to 9 p.m. on March 26; 1:30 to 4
p.m. and 7:30 to 9:30p.m. March27; and
1 to 3:30 p.m. March 28; Department of
Environmental Protection Joint Use Auditorium. Call ext. 3-1129 for more information.
by Lisa Cunningham

Lecture series presents political activist, professor Angela Davis
Political activist and Professor Angela Y. Davis will address how prison
reform is making a difference in society
in an 8 p.m., March
30, lecture at the
Tampa campus
Special Events
Center.
The event is
also
part
of
Women's History
Month, celebrated
in March at USF.
Davis is interDavis
nationally known
for her contributions to the movement of racial equality,
women's rights and world peace.
A political activist since her teenage

years in Birmingham, Ala., Davis is a
living witness to the major struggles of
our times-as a student, teacher, writer,
scholar and organizer.
Davis first came to national attention in 1969 when she was removed
from her teaching position at UCLA because she was a member of the Communist Party.
The following year, she became involved with the Black Panther Party
and was placed on the FBI's Ten Most
Wanted list.
She became the subject of an intense
police search that drove her underground and culminated in one of the
most controversial trials of the decade.
She was acquitted in 1972.
During this period, an international

"Free Angela Davis" campaign was organized, and Davis and her colleagues
founded the National Alliance Against
Racism and Political Repression.
Davis' academic career began at
~randeis College, where she majored in
French.
During her junior year, she studied at the Sorbonne in Paris.
She pursued graduate studies in
philosophy at Goethe University in
Frankfurt, Germany.
In 1967, Davis returned to the
Unite-d States to study with the wellknown philosopher Herbert Marcuse
at the University of California at San
Diego.
Today, as a professor of History of
Consciousness at the University of

California, Santa Cruz, she remains an
advocate of penal reform and a staunch
opponent of racism and classism in the
criminal justice system.
Davis is the author of several books,
including "If They Come in the Morning"; "Women, Race and Class"; "Angela Davis: An Autobiography of
Women"; and her latest work, "Blues
Legacies and Black Feminism: Gertrude
'Ma' Rainey, Bessie Smith and Billie
Holiday."
Davis' lecture is sponsored by USF' s
award-winning lecture series and is free
and open to the public.
For more information, call ext. 45202 or visit the Web site at http:/ I
ctr.usf.edu/uls/.
by R. Colette Glover-Hannah

'Bull-arney' adds slime, celebrities to luck of the Irish

An oasis for 'sludents: USF St:-Petersburg houses school drop-oUt
preven_!ion prog;t:am called Oasis~ Its
students recently unveiled an·k nti•violence billboard they painteH that
sitS'along UlmertonRoad in Pinellas
CountY. "'~e program will h~ye a
Bowl-A-ThontoraisefundsonMarch
6-7 at Sunrise Lanes on,Ninth Street
North in St. fetersbui'g. For·details,
call Jim Martin or Debbie Rice at ;;t~
3-1159.

a

USF' s College of Engineering isn't
out to end the luck of the Irish. But it
might throw a little slime on it.
Its annual"Bull-arneyCelebrity Dinner" - which gained a reputation as
one of the most brutally comical events
featuring engineers - added a slime
booth this year with the help of the
Tampa Bay company Mad Science.
For celebrity waiters like USF's
women's basketball Coach Jerry Ann
Winters and WFTS' Brendan
McLaughlin, that means things might
get just a little bit messy.
Bull-arney '99 is scheduled for
March 17 at 6 p.m. at Embassy Suites on
USF's Tampa campus.
It will feature celebrity waiters from
USF and businesses throughout the

Tampa Bay area, including TECO Energy, HDR Engineering and Greeley and
Hansen.

In addition to slime and celebrities,
the evening's entertainment will iri.clude
music, casino tables, magicians, 5-minute
massages and TECO Energy's Buddy
Bolt mascot.
Additionally, an auction will put up
for grabs a number of personal outings
that alumni have offered as a way of
giving back to the university.
For example, a tailgate party, a fishing trip and a water ski party are among
the items slated to be offered up at the
auction.
Tickets for the event are $20. Sponsorship packages are available at costs
ranging from $250 to $10,000.
For registration or sponsorship information, call ext. 4-2222.
by Michael Reich
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Writer AI Young
signs an autograph
for a fan during a
break in the
conference.

ust put pen to paper,
rges Joyce Carol Oates
For writers seeking some encour;e ment, ideas or collaboration, the USF
t. Petersburg campus was the place to
on Feb. 4-6.
Perhaps th e best news the particiants of th e 27th Annual Florida
.coast Writers' Conference received:
en Joyce Carol Oates is sometimes
mpted to give up on her writing.
Oates, a Nobel Prize-winning writer
d author of more than 25 novels and
ort story collections, spoke on the St.
tersburg and Tampa campuses Feb.
Other featured speakers included
>bert Pinsky, the current Poet Lauree of the United States; and Al Young,
novelist who recently received the
N-USA Award for Nonfiction.
At St. Petersb urg, Oates advised
·iters to pursue their craft every day,
king for inspiration from the discovof putting thoughts on paper.
Roughly 450 writers, both aspiring
.d published, showed up from 26 states
attend the conference.
Inspiration does not usually come
a blinding flash of lightning, Oates
·· d, but rather from moving slowly
ough your writing.
Comparing her w riting to pushing
ean across a dirty floor with h er nose,
ates advised w riters to revise and re-

reenwriter and author Claudia
shows conference particihow to make a life timeline in
pick out the "interesting parts,"
can become a focus of writing.

vise until "every word and comma are
exactly what you w ant."
Writing is n ot something that can be
done in the 15 spare minutes you find in
a d ay, Oates said. She advised putting
aside time each day to polish the craft.
However, auth ors sh ould collect
thoughts as they have them to work into
writing later, Oates said.
Emily Dickinson used to collect her
thoughts on scraps of paper she put in
her apron pocket throughout the day,
then took out the scraps at night to compose her works.
If you get stuck in a passage, Oates
advises walking away from your writing. Come back and look at what you've
done from a different perspective.
"I don't believe in hurrying. the process," Oates said. "If (you allow the work
to) brew lon g enough, the structure an d
prose will work itself out."
Oates is often amazed at where her
own writing takes her. When the prolific
author starts a new scene, she's never
quite sure what her characters will do,
say or think, Oates said.
Discouragement can be the biggest
culprit of writer's block. Oates spoke of a
now Nobel Prize-winning poet who
stopped writing for two years because her
Harvard professor told the poet her writing"wasn'tliterature, but women'sstuff."
Oates, a Princeton professor since
1978, tells her students to either give
positive feedback on others' works, or
not say anything at aU. She advised writers to surround th emselves with "an
audience of friendly readers on your
side" to get feedback on ongoing works.
One d rawback many w riters face is
worrying too much about what others
think, Oates said . Authors should visualize themselves bulldozing throu gh
their works in an armored car, instead of
being "limited by what the family thinks.
"Some of you are handicapped by
being very nice p eople," O ates said.
"Niceness equals blandness."
Organizer Steve Rubin described
Oates as a "m ost prolific ... gifted novelist," and an inspiration and role model
to aspiring writers.
"I don't think there is aliterary genre
she hasn't conquered," Rubin said.
by Danita Arbuckle

Joyce Carol Oates, a Pulitzer Prize-winning writer, was a featured speaker at
the 27th Annual Florida Suncoast Writers ' Conference, hosted on the USF St.
Petersburg campus on Feb. 4-6.
Educational
Outreach
Director of
Marketing Elissa
Henderson (far
right) helps
some of the
roughly 450
writers who
turned out for
the conference .

nil photos by Greg Fulloll

So you want to be published ...
• Focus on the interesting parts
of your life for your stories. "Find the
compelling moments (in your life),
and write those stories into scenes."
- Claudia Johnson, screenwriter-inresidence at Florida State University,
on writing memoirs.
• Learn to deal with rejection.
"You're going to get it; take encouragement when you can." -John Talbot, literary agent and owner of The
John Talbot Agency.
• Find ways to cope with stress.
"Creative writing is delving into the

unknown; this is stressful." - Fred
Wright Jr., St. Petersburg freelance
writer and USF instructor.
• Read for inspiration in your
own work. "Read a lot, and read
widely- what you want, not what's
expected of you." Joyce Carol Oates,
acclaimed writer.
• Write for the fun of it. "Don' t
let anythingdiscourageyoufrom writing ...some (works) are simply not
going to get published. That shouldn't
be your ultimate goal anyway." Talbot.
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Free Silver Springs
passes available
USF faculty and staff can receive a free
"TwoPass" to Silver Springs and Wild Waters.
The pass is good for one year of unlimited
visits to Silver Springs, and unlimited visits to the
Wild Waters water park from March through
September. The pass is also good for Silver Springs'
country concert series, which features entertainers such as George Jones, Vince Gill and the
Kinleys.
Silver Springs is a 350-acre nature theme park,
located in Ocala, famous for its glass-bottom boat
rides and other attractions. For more information
on th e the m e park , visit the Web s ite
www.silversprings.com.
Employees can pick up the TwoPass at the
Phyllis P. · Marshall Center In formation Desk
through Feb. 26, or by filling out th e on-line application at www.silversprings.com/ us£.
The p ass is also available at the Silver Springs
Gu est Relations Booth; a USF identification card
is required.
USF faculty and staff can also purchase
TwoPasses for friends and family (limit six) for a
special price of $29.95, plus tax, for each . Regular
price of the TwoPass is $79.95.
Regular admission to the park is $29.95 for
adults, and $20.95 for children ages 3 through 10.

Police Department names
outstanding employees
Three USF Police Department employees were
recently singled ou t for performing beyond the
call of duty.
• Kathy Patterson, an administrative assistant, was named Employee of the Year. Patterson
has been with the department since 1987.
"Kathy's interpersonal skills, combined w ith
her ' can-do' attitude, earned the nomination from
the sworn and non-sworn personnel of the
agency," said Chief Paul Uravich .
• Officer Elwood "Woody" Furnas, on the
force since 1987, received the Community Interaction Aw ard . Fu rnas has been an active member of
Mothers Against Drunk Driving since 1991, and
was n am ed vice presiden t of H illsborough
County's chapter of MADD in 1997. A residence
hall officer, Furnas was also named to USFPD' s
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Library Honor Society
hosts induction ceremony
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USF' s ch apter of Beta Phi Mu, the international library and information studies honor society, will have aninductionceremonyFeb. 25 at the
Sam and Martha Gibbons Alumni Cen ter.
USF will h on or Kathleen d e la Pena McCook,
professor and program director of the university's
school of Library and Information Science, as its
chapter recipient of the BPM Golden Anniversary
Aw ard.
The in itiation begins at 3:30p.m. in the board
room, and will be followed by a reception honoring the inductees.
Founded in 1948 by leading librarians and
library educators, BPM honors graduates of library and information sciences programs wh o
d em onstrate scholarship, leadership and a profession al dedication of servk e to others.
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Human studies conference
in its second year at USF
plwto by Greg F'ullo11

Temptation
Got spring fever? Try having this as the
view out of your window. St. Petersburg
employees must be dedicated and fight the
urge to go sailing on their waterfront
campus.

Special Deployment Unit in the summer of 1998.
"Being a member of this team allows him to
incorporate his many talents with patrolling cam pus on a bike," Uravich said.
• Corporal David Millich was named Police
Officer of the Year . Millich, a member of the force
since 1994, is a d efensive tactics instructor responsible for the bi-annual defensive tactics training of
all sworn personnel.
"Dave played an instrumental role in the de-

human resources notes
Social Security changes
made for new year

G)

velopment of the police department's Special
Deployment Unit, which required specialized
training from the International Police Mountain
Biking Association," Uravich said.
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to $15,500 from $14,500; the monthly amount
increases to $1,292.

Sam's Club offers
savings on membership

As of Jan. 1, the maximum earning base for
contributions and benefits increased to $72,600,
from $68,400, for the 6.2-percent Social Security
Sam's Club advantage membership applicatax.
There is no limit for the earnings on which the tions are available in Human Resources, Student
1.45-percent Medicare Hospital Insurance tax is Services building, room 2172.
Present your USF identification card to the
paid. Social Security and Medicare's combined
receptionist in SVC 2172 to receive your Sam's
tax rate will remains 7.65 percent.
The earnings required for credit (for example, Club advantage membership application.
You may sign up as an advantage member
quarter of coverage) increases to $740 ($2,960 for
the maximum of four credits per year). ·
and receive three cards - primary, spouse and
The annual earning limit for beneficiaries un- ·secondary card- for $35 (a savings of $15).
Take the completed application to a Sam's
der age 65 increases to $9,600 from $9,120 in 1998;
the monthly"amountincreases to $800. For benefi- location to sign up for the advantage memberciaries ages 65 to 69r the annual amount increases ship.

Sam's Club locations:
• 8220 N. Dale Mabry Highway, Tampa. (813) 888-6141
. 15835 N. Dale Mabry Highway, Tampa. (813) 960-2110
. 2021 W. Brandon Blvd., Brandon. (813) 685-8223
• 2575 Gulf To Bay Blvd., Clearwater. (727) 791-8081
• 10601 U.S. Highway 19 North, Pinellas Park. (727) 572-0281

The Second Annual Qu alitative Inquiry Conference takes place Feb. 26.
The conference, which focuses on understanding human behavior through interviews an d particip atory observation, will be located in the Communication and Information Sciences building,
room 1048. Speakers and topics include:
• Jim King: Potential (and) Problems in Using
Queer Standpoint Theory in Postmodern Ethnographies;
• Elizabeth Bird: Chatting on Cynthia's Porch:
Ethnography in an Internet Fan Community;
• Lisa Tillmann-Healy: Between Gay and
Straight: (Ethnographic) Dilemmas and Possibilities for Friendship;
• Aaron Smith: Tell Them Who I Am: The
Experiences of Black Grandmoth ers Who Parent
Their Grandchildren.
Roughly 125 people atten ded the first conference. Everyone is invited to attend any part, or all,
of the conference. For more information, call ext.
4-2241.

lnsideUSF
Vision statement:
Inside USF enhances the sense of community and promotes
the institutional mission, vision and values among USF
faculty and staff. Publication in Inside USF of university
policies and procedures constitutes official notice to
employees. Inside USF is produced by the Office of Public
Affairs.
Danita Arbuckle, Editor
Heather Hicks, Assistant Editor
David Fink, Contributing Graphic Designer

The issue dates and deadlines to submit items for Inside
USFare:
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ADM 264
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Fax: 974-2888
E-mail: darbuckl@helios.acomp.usf.edu
Address correspondence to Danita Arbuckle. Because of
space limitations, articles might not appear in the issue
immediately following submission . All faculty/staff notes ,
calendar items and announcements must be submitted in
w riting. Story ideas are accepted over the phone .
Events, activities, programs and facilities of the University of South
Florida are available to all without regard to race, color, marital
status, sex, religion, national origin, disability, age, Vietnam or
disabled veteran status as provided by law and in accordance with
the University's respect for personal dignity.
Contact the Equal Opportunity Affairs Office at ext. 4-4373 at least
five working days prior to an event listed in Inside USF if a
reasonable accommodation of a disability is needed.
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